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This submission is not an admission that the information disclosed in the references is 



material to the patentability of the invention disclosed and/or claimed in the above-identified 
application. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that the application is in all respects in 
condition for examination on the merits. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees in connection herewith to 
Deposit Account No. 50-0364. 



bioMerieux, Inc. 
Patent Department 
100 Rodolphe Street 
Durham, NC 27712 
Tel. No. (919) 620-2914 

Enclosures: PTO-1449 w/ 34 references 




Respectfully submitted. 



£&nir R. Patel - Re^o. 44,998 
Patent Counsel 
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